The Control of Industry

349

for they made an allowance to his widow and celebrated
Masses for the repose of his soul.   The religious element
in the organization of gilds, though very strong, does
not affect us very much in considering their industrial
side,  but there is one indirect effect which must be
referred to.   The custom of all the gilds and fraternities
going in procession to the chief church of their town on
certain feast days, carrying their banners and symbols,
gradually developed during the fifteenth century until
each gild endeavoured to outshine its rivals in pageantry.
Payments towards the pageants, or religious plam were
exacted from all members of the trade even if they were
not members of the gild, but in spite of this the expenses
were so great that the smaller gilds were almost ruined;
and consequently we find, during the latter half of the
fifteenth century, schemes to amalgamate, or at any rate
to unite for the support of a common pageant, many of
the smaller misteries or crafts.   An account of a pageant
at Norwich l about 1450 is interesting as showing the
numbers of these lesser crafts, and the way in which
they were combined.   Twelve pageants were presented :
(i) The Creation of the World, by the mercers, drapers,
and haberdashers.    (2)  Paradise,  by the grocers and
* raffemen.'    (3) * Helle Carte,' by the glaziers, stainers,
scriveners, parchemyners, the carpenters, gravers, coler-
makers, and wheelwrights.    (4) Abel and Cain, by the
shearmen,   fullers,    {thikwollenwevers,'   and   coverlet
makers, the masons and limeburners.   (5) ' Noyse shipp '
(Noah's Ark), by the bakers, brewers, inn-keepers, cooks,
millers, vintners, and coopers.   (6) Abraham and Isaac,
by the tailors, broderers, the reders, and tylers.    (7)
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